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Priestly Ordination
Anniversary

MAY THE LORD BE WITH YOU ALWAYS!

- Priests, Religious & Lay faithful -

Golden Jubilee Thanksgiving Holy Eucharistic
Celebration

of 
Rev. Fr. Bernard Fernando

20th December 2022
at 10.00 am 

at the Cathedral, Galle 

LET US MEET JESUS IN THE MANGER
 AT

 CHRISTMAS
- CBCSL -
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Church Feast

BISHOP’S LETTERDATES TO BE REMEMBERED

Rev. Fr. X. Ravikanth CMF
rd03  December

Rev. Fr. Moses Perera
07th December

Rev. Fr. Sebastian Nagaraja
st21  December

Rev. Sr. Sadeeka HA
(Deniyaya Community)
15th December

Rev. Sr. Kanthini HA
(Elpitiya Community)

th
(17  December)

Rev. Sr. Roshini Thalawatta DM
(Halpatota Community)

th08  December

Rev. Sr. Princy Gamage DM
(Halpatota Community)

th08  December

Rev. Sr. Mary Emmanuel OCD
Carmel Community, Kalegana

th
25  December

Rev. Sr. Ivanna   HA
(Deniyaya Community)
27th December

Rev. Fr. Ravindra Senevirathne
03rd December

Rev. Fr. H. Leo Merril Peiris
03rd December

Rev. Fr. Bernard Fernando
20th December

Rev. Fr. Aloysius Perera
21st December

Rev. Fr. David Dharmarathne
16th December

FEAST

Rev. Fr. Alfred Fernando
31st December

Msgr. Vincent Fernando
04th DecemberDEAR DEPARTED

My dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters and Brothers,

  As we enter the Season of Advent, we assume a 
Spirit of 'Waiting', expecting eagerly the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the flesh.  It is a time for Conversion and 
Hope.  We are called upon to prepare for Christmas, the 
first coming of the promised Saviour and also to prepare, 
with our mind and heart for His Second Coming – 
'parousia'.  This is also what St. Paul says to Thessalonians 

st(on 1  Sunday of Advent).  
Christmas has become a universal Feast celebrated all over 
the world.  Regrettably commercialization of Christmas has 
become inevitable.  Hence we have to ensure that our 
people are well instructed to hold high the spiritual value 
and significance of Christ's Birth, which brought us out of 
darkness to light.  This should make us call to mind the Day 
of Judgment at His Second Coming which will not be a day 
of catastrophe but a day of never-ending Christmas of 
happiness and joy.  At a time when most of our people are 
suffering enormously, we are bound by our very call to the 
discipleship to share what we have and be generous in 
loving the poorest of the poor.

rd
December 3 : We celebrate the Feast of St. Francis Xavier, 
a fearless and a zealous missionary, sent by St. Ignatius of 
Loyola to India (Goa, South India and Japan).   There is a 
tradition and a strong belief that he visited the city of Galle, 
and pitched his tent at Kithudampitiya (now known as 
Kithulampitiya.  Whether he visited us or not, he is held by 
the Church as a Patron of the missions.  Let us also follow in 
his foot-steps as missionaries.  

th
December 8 :  We celebrate the Solemnity of Immaculate 
Conception of Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ.  She had 
been chosen and blessed even before she was conceived, 
in order to be worthy to bear Her Son, our Saviour.  We call 
her today as 'Blessed among women'.  Let us thank and 
praise the Lord for the precious gift of an Immaculate 
Mother. 

thDecember 20 :  Very Rev. Fr. Bernard Fernando, former 
Judicial Vicar of the Diocese of Galle will celebrate the 
Golden Jubilee of the Sacerdotal Ordination.  The Diocese 
of Galle rejoices over this dedicated priest and his 
committed ministry in the Diocese of Galle and abroad.  
There will be a thanksgiving Solemn Eucharistic Celebration 

thon the 20  December at the Queen of the Holy Rosary 
Cathedral, Galle.  Please keep this date free and the 
invitations will reach you in the coming days.  Let us bless 
the Lord for our dearly beloved Fr. Bernard Fernando.  

th
December 30 :  We celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family.  

We are happy to be a part of this celebration, claiming a 
place in the Holy Family.  At a time the whole world is going 
through a transition/crisis of values and traditions, there 
seem to be a trend to devalue the 'concept of family'.  This 
is indeed alarming.  May I encourage all of you my beloved 
brothers and sisters to make our families rich with values 
and teach them to adhere the teachings of the Church and 
share the good news that the Lord has already liberated our 
sinful humanity. I encourage, those parishes who could 
afford to organize some events, to emphasize the 
importance of family.  I leave this to your wise discretion.    

stOn the last day of this civil year, December 31  will bring to 
our minds the mystery of time which passes inexorably.  
This day will be a day of thanksgiving and repentance.  I 
would like to urge that the Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament be held in all the Churches of the respective 
parishes.  
We welcome our two New Deacons, Rev. Nimesh 
Sameera and P. Selvaraj who will now share most of our 
responsibilities as clerics.  There ardent desire to serve the 
Lord with gladness will bring some new hope in the efforts 
of evangelization.  Please bless them and guide them as 
they still have to journey a long way in their preparations to 
be Ordained as Priests according to the Plan and the Will of 
the Lord.  
The Annual Feasts of St. Francis Xavier's Seminary, 
Kalegana, St. Francis Xavier's Church, Kalegana and the 
Immaculate Conception Church, Balapitiya are all lined up 
in the Month of December.  We unite with them in person 
and in prayer, so that our dear priests, religious, 
Seminarians and lay faithful would experience God's love 
and abundant blessings during the days of preparation and 
throughout the year.   
This year too, the Annual Christmas get-together for 

th
priests/religious and deacons will be held on the 12  
December at Caritas SED-Galle.  Rev. Fr. Harold Leo and 
Rev. Fr. Prasad Ruwan, will inform you early about the day's 
proceedings.  You are most welcome to join us, to rejoice in 
the Lord who has Pitched His Tent among us.  

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and a Holy and 
Peaceful New Year!
With prayerful wishes,
Yours devotedly in the Lord,

                                         + Raymond Wickramasinghe
                                            Bishop of Galle 

Annual Christmas Gathering 
Of 

priests and religious  

On - December 12th Monday 

“Peace on earth will come to stay,
 

when we live Christmas every day.”
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APOSTOLIC LETTER

 DESIDERIO DESIDERAVI 

 APOSTOLIC LETTER  OF THE HOLY FATHER   

 TO THE BISHOPS, PRIESTS AND DEACONS, 
TO CONSECRATED MEN AND WOMEN 

AND TO THE LAY FAITHFUL 
ON THE LITURGICAL FORMATION 

OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

Cont..

‘’

13. How moving, the way in which this comes about. The prayer for the blessing of baptismal water reveals to us that God 
created water precisely with Baptism in mind. This means that when God created water, he was thinking of the Baptism of 
each one of us, and this same thought accompanied him all throughout his acting in the history of salvation every time that, 
with precise intention, he used water for his saving work. It is as if after having created water in the first place, he had wanted 
to perfect it by making it eventually to be the water of Baptism. It was thus that he wanted to fill it with the movement of his 
Spirit hovering over the face of the waters (Gen 1: 2) so that it could contain hidden within the power to sanctify. He used 
water to regenerate humanity through the flood (Gen 6: 1-9, 29). He controlled it, separating it to open the way of freedom 
through the Red Sea (cf. Ex 14). He consecrated it in the Jordan, plunging into it the flesh of the Word soaked in the Spirit. (cf. 
Mt 3:13-17; Mk 1:9-11; Lk 3:21-22) At the end he blended it with the blood of his Son, the gift of the Spirit inseparably united 
with the gift of the life and death of the Lamb slain for us, and from his pierced side he poured it out over us. (John 19:34) And 
it is into this water that we have been immersed so that through its power we can be inserted into the Body of Christ and with 
him rise to immortal life. (cf. Rom 6: 1-11) 

The Church: Sacrament of the Body of Christ 
14. As Vatican Council II reminded us (cf. Sacrosanctum Concilium, n. 5), citing the scriptures, the Fathers, and the Liturgy 
— the pillars of authentic Tradition — it was from the side of Christ as He slept the sleep of death upon the cross that there 
came forth "the wondrous sacrament of the whole 

3 Cf. Missale Romanum (2008) p. 532.  

The parallel between the first Adam and the new Adam is striking: as from the side of the first Adam, after having cast him into 
a deep sleep, God draws forth Eve, so also from the side of the new Adam, sleeping the sleep of death on the cross, there is 
born the new Eve, the Church. The astonishment for us lies in the words that we can imagine the new Adam made his own in 
gazing at the Church: "Here at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh." (Gen 2: 23) For our having believed in His 
Word and descended into the waters of Baptism, we have become bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh. 

15. Without this incorporation there is no possibility of living the fullness of the worship of God. In fact, there is only one act 
of worship, perfect and pleasing to the Father; namely, the obedience of the Son, the measure of which is his death on the 
cross. The only possibility of being able to participate in his offering is by becoming "sons in the Son." This is the gift that we 
have received. The subject acting in the Liturgy is always and only Christ-Church, the mystical Body of Christ. 

The prayer for the blessing of baptismal water reveals to us that 
God created water precisely with Baptism in mind. 

This means that when God created water, 
he was thinking of the Baptism of each one of us, 

and this same thought accompanied him all throughout his acting 
in the history of salvation every time that, 

with precise intention, he used water for his saving work. 

Queen of the Holy Rosary Cathedral Feast 

Annual Retreat 2022

PMS Director gifted musical instrument to the Minor Seminary
Diocese of Galle

PHOTO GALLERY
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JOURNEYING TOGETHER 

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION
FOR THE MONTH OF

A SAINT 
speaks

“

Born: c. 283[1] Syracuse, Roman Empire

Died: 304 AD Syracuse, Western Roman Empire 

Patronage:  The blind; martyrs; Perugia, Italy; Mtarfa, 
Malta; epidemics; salesmen; Syracuse, Italy; throat infections; 
writers; Sasmuan, Pampanga Philippines 

thFeast - 13  DECEMBER  

NOTICES

      “Those whose hearts are pure are temples 
of the Holy Spirit .                                                                                     

- Pope Francis -

DECEMBER

For Evangelisation: for Profit Organizations...

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed
 to human development find people 

dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek
 out new paths to international cooperation.

St. Francis Xavier Church, Kalegana

Vespers - Saturday, 3rd of December 2022
                 At 4.30pm

Festive Mass - Sunday, 4th December 2022
                         At 8.00am

St. Francis Xavier’s Minor Seminary, 
Kalegana

Festive Mass - Saturday 3rd December 2022
                         At 9.00 am

Vespers - Saturday, 10th  of December 2022
                 At 4.30pm

Festive Mass - Sunday, 11th December 2022
                         At 8.00am

St. Lucy

                            NEW APPOINTMENTS

Rev. Fr. Marialangaram Gratian - Resident at St. Francis Xavier's Minor Seminary, 
Kalegana (with effect from 15th December 2022)

Rev. Fr. Susith Asiri De Silva - Assistant Parish Priest at Sacred Heart Church, 
Elpitiya Parish (with effect from 10th December 2022)

Rev. Fr. Jerad Nihal Anselm Rodrigo -  Assistant Parish Priest at Our Lady of Matara Church, 
Matara Parish (with effect from 07th  January 2023)

Rev. Deacon Nimesh Sameera Perera - Tamil Immersion in Jaffna

Rev. Deacon Pandiraja Selvaraj - Our Lady of Holy Rosary Cathedral, Galle

St. Lucy - Pray for us

“ A synodal church is a listening church, 

aware that listening is more than hearing.

It is a reciprocal listening in 

which each one has something to learn. “

*

Our Lady of Imaculate Conception Church 
Balapitiya

*

*

*
*
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Synod 2022CARITAS SEA GALLE

Distribution of Dry Rations, Education and Medical Assistance
Under CSL DRR Plan –Enhancing  the Resilience of the Victims of the

Economic Crisis in Sri Lanka

st th
During the period from 1  June to 30  September 
2022, Caritas SED Galle with the support of
Caritas Sri Lanka  distributed dry rations, education 
and medical assistance to most vulnerable 
communities, poor and vulnerable Parishioners in 17 
parishes, elderly, disable and
persons suffering from various ailments and children 
who needed educational assistance.

Accordingly the beneficiaries included 1280 women, 
400 men , 120 disable, 600 children and 600
elderly persons in the  areas covered under the 
Districts of Galle, Matara and Hambantota
( Galle, Galle(4-Gravets),Bope/Poddala, Yakkalamulla, 
Hambantota, Ambalantota, Suriyawewa,
 Tissa, Matara, Pasgoda, Weligama, Mulatiyana, 
Deniyaya, Handford, Patna, Selwakanda, Enselwatte
& Halpantenna).  Caritas Sri Lanka has raised funds 
from CAFOD, CI and other Partners in order to assist 
people who  have been affected due to the present 
economic crisis in Sri Lanka. 

In implementing this CSL DRR Plan we have worked in 
collaboration with  Divisional Secretaries of various DS 
Divisions in the District of Galle, Matara and 
Hambantota, other Government officials including 
GNs, Economic Development Officers, Samurdhi 
Development Officers,  officers of the Department of 
Agrarian Services, Transparency International,  
CODESEP, CBO members etc. 

Caritas SED Galle staff under the guidance of Rev Fr 
Director Lasantha Fonseka  were able to
Implement this programme  in a successfully manner 
in midst of  various challenges such as

inflation with increased prices of  food and 
commodities including gas,  fuel, travel expenses, 
elderly and sick persons  finding difficulty to buy 
essential medicine at enhanced prices,
deterioration of Government welfare measures. 
climate change (heavy rains, floods, strong winds
and landslides) etc.

Caritas SED Galle  have also conducted a Psychosocial 
Counseling Programme under this CSL DRR Plan for 
Parents, teachers and School children totaling to 200 
participants. Education of children has been disrupted 
for over one and half year because of the closure of 
schools by the Ministry of Education due to the spread 
of the 3rd Wave of the COVID -19  epidemic.  In today's  
economic  crisis too  the educational activities of the 
children have been disrupted. This condition can have 
serious psychological consequences, especially for 
children and parents. The parents are unable to meet 
the current expenses in education due to the 
increased  prices of exercise books/text books, school 
bags, travel expenses etc. In  such an environment, the 
good relationship between the children and the 
parents has disrupted creating a powerful social 
problem. The online methodology has further 
increased the stress created in the children. This stress 
is not limited to children but is built up in parents as 
well as teachers. In this context, a complex situation 
has been created within the entire education system.

                                       Director - Caritas SED Galle

NOTICES
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13. How moving, the way in which this comes about. The prayer for the blessing of baptismal water reveals to us that God 
created water precisely with Baptism in mind. This means that when God created water, he was thinking of the Baptism of 
each one of us, and this same thought accompanied him all throughout his acting in the history of salvation every time that, 
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it is into this water that we have been immersed so that through its power we can be inserted into the Body of Christ and with 
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The Church: Sacrament of the Body of Christ 
14. As Vatican Council II reminded us (cf. Sacrosanctum Concilium, n. 5), citing the scriptures, the Fathers, and the Liturgy 
— the pillars of authentic Tradition — it was from the side of Christ as He slept the sleep of death upon the cross that there 
came forth "the wondrous sacrament of the whole 

3 Cf. Missale Romanum (2008) p. 532.  

The parallel between the first Adam and the new Adam is striking: as from the side of the first Adam, after having cast him into 
a deep sleep, God draws forth Eve, so also from the side of the new Adam, sleeping the sleep of death on the cross, there is 
born the new Eve, the Church. The astonishment for us lies in the words that we can imagine the new Adam made his own in 
gazing at the Church: "Here at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh." (Gen 2: 23) For our having believed in His 
Word and descended into the waters of Baptism, we have become bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh. 

15. Without this incorporation there is no possibility of living the fullness of the worship of God. In fact, there is only one act 
of worship, perfect and pleasing to the Father; namely, the obedience of the Son, the measure of which is his death on the 
cross. The only possibility of being able to participate in his offering is by becoming "sons in the Son." This is the gift that we 
have received. The subject acting in the Liturgy is always and only Christ-Church, the mystical Body of Christ. 
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a fearless and a zealous missionary, sent by St. Ignatius of 
Loyola to India (Goa, South India and Japan).   There is a 
tradition and a strong belief that he visited the city of Galle, 
and pitched his tent at Kithudampitiya (now known as 
Kithulampitiya.  Whether he visited us or not, he is held by 
the Church as a Patron of the missions.  Let us also follow in 
his foot-steps as missionaries.  

th
December 8 :  We celebrate the Solemnity of Immaculate 
Conception of Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ.  She had 
been chosen and blessed even before she was conceived, 
in order to be worthy to bear Her Son, our Saviour.  We call 
her today as 'Blessed among women'.  Let us thank and 
praise the Lord for the precious gift of an Immaculate 
Mother. 

thDecember 20 :  Very Rev. Fr. Bernard Fernando, former 
Judicial Vicar of the Diocese of Galle will celebrate the 
Golden Jubilee of the Sacerdotal Ordination.  The Diocese 
of Galle rejoices over this dedicated priest and his 
committed ministry in the Diocese of Galle and abroad.  
There will be a thanksgiving Solemn Eucharistic Celebration 

thon the 20  December at the Queen of the Holy Rosary 
Cathedral, Galle.  Please keep this date free and the 
invitations will reach you in the coming days.  Let us bless 
the Lord for our dearly beloved Fr. Bernard Fernando.  

th
December 30 :  We celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family.  

We are happy to be a part of this celebration, claiming a 
place in the Holy Family.  At a time the whole world is going 
through a transition/crisis of values and traditions, there 
seem to be a trend to devalue the 'concept of family'.  This 
is indeed alarming.  May I encourage all of you my beloved 
brothers and sisters to make our families rich with values 
and teach them to adhere the teachings of the Church and 
share the good news that the Lord has already liberated our 
sinful humanity. I encourage, those parishes who could 
afford to organize some events, to emphasize the 
importance of family.  I leave this to your wise discretion.    

stOn the last day of this civil year, December 31  will bring to 
our minds the mystery of time which passes inexorably.  
This day will be a day of thanksgiving and repentance.  I 
would like to urge that the Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament be held in all the Churches of the respective 
parishes.  
We welcome our two New Deacons, Rev. Nimesh 
Sameera and P. Selvaraj who will now share most of our 
responsibilities as clerics.  There ardent desire to serve the 
Lord with gladness will bring some new hope in the efforts 
of evangelization.  Please bless them and guide them as 
they still have to journey a long way in their preparations to 
be Ordained as Priests according to the Plan and the Will of 
the Lord.  
The Annual Feasts of St. Francis Xavier's Seminary, 
Kalegana, St. Francis Xavier's Church, Kalegana and the 
Immaculate Conception Church, Balapitiya are all lined up 
in the Month of December.  We unite with them in person 
and in prayer, so that our dear priests, religious, 
Seminarians and lay faithful would experience God's love 
and abundant blessings during the days of preparation and 
throughout the year.   
This year too, the Annual Christmas get-together for 

th
priests/religious and deacons will be held on the 12  
December at Caritas SED-Galle.  Rev. Fr. Harold Leo and 
Rev. Fr. Prasad Ruwan, will inform you early about the day's 
proceedings.  You are most welcome to join us, to rejoice in 
the Lord who has Pitched His Tent among us.  

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and a Holy and 
Peaceful New Year!
With prayerful wishes,
Yours devotedly in the Lord,

                                         + Raymond Wickramasinghe
                                            Bishop of Galle 

Annual Christmas Gathering 
Of 

priests and religious  

On - December 12th Monday 

“Peace on earth will come to stay,
 

when we live Christmas every day.”
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Ordination to the Diaconate

The Diocesan Holy Childhood Rally
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Priestly Ordination
Anniversary

MAY THE LORD BE WITH YOU ALWAYS!

- Priests, Religious & Lay faithful -

Golden Jubilee Thanksgiving Holy Eucharistic
Celebration

of 
Rev. Fr. Bernard Fernando

20th December 2022
at 10.00 am 

at the Cathedral, Galle 

LET US MEET JESUS IN THE MANGER
 AT

 CHRISTMAS
- CBCSL -
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